
Zodiacs to Become 
“Short Range Prosecutors”
U.S. Coast Guard Signs Order for Deep Water Vessels
The U.S. Coast Guard and Bollinger Ship
Yard have selected Zodiac to supply a series
of deep-water class vessels with high
performance and high durability for use
during extended, long-range patrol missions. 

The contract is for 84 boats to be used as
“short range prosecutors” (SRPs). SRPs are
carried aboard several different types of
Coast Guard vessels, fast response cutters,
national security cutters and offshore patrol
cutters. SRPs are launched from patrol
boats or cutters for fast-action
engagements, such as boarding operations,
personnel recovery, and search & rescue. 

New Products
Newsflash
F-470 Goes Black on Black

Zodiac’s legendary F-470 is now available with
more all-black equipment. Zodiac has developed
a series of black D rings, bow handles, and
floorboards that improve the stealthy design of
this rugged craft. The performance of these
items remains the same and their mechanical
resistances do not change. The items include:

■ Z65025 - D300 double, black neo, black D 
ring. This is a new D300 towing ring that 
can be pulled both ways – back to front 
and front to back. 
■ Z65028 - F470 bow handle, black neo, 

BLACK MOORING/CARRYING HANDLE. 
■ Z65029 - MK6HD bow handle, black neo, 

BLACK MOORING/CARRYING HANDLE. 
■ Z65031 - F470 D53, black neo, BLACK RING.
■ Z65033 - F470 D25, black neo, BLACK RING.
■ Z65035 - D300 MK5HD, black neo, BLACK RING.
Black aluminum floorboard slats will be available
in 2003. However, the floorboard stringers remain
anodized aluminum, as they cannot be seen.
These new designs include:
■ Z65038 - F470 floorboard element #1 black top

floorboard area.
■ Z65039 - F470 floorboard element #2 black top

floorboard area.
■ Z65040 - F470 floorboard element #3 black top

floorboard area.
■ Z65041 - F470 floorboard element #4 black top

floorboard area.
■ Z65001 - F470 complete floorboard, has been 

available since beginning of 2002.
In the next phase, the remaining components
will be designed with a new black appearance.
These are:
■ I/C valve flywheel.
■ Metal valve cap.
■ Metal valve insert.

Contact: Albert Czartoryski; 410-643-4544; 
ext. 3017; aczartoryski@zna.zodiac.com.

Zodiac’s custom SRP design has been dubbed
the Hurricane 770 DJ. This fast response
vessel is designed for maximum speed and
seaworthiness. It is built with an aluminum
hull and equipped with a Yanmar 315 h.p.
engine with a Hamilton 241 water jet drive.
Designed with a four-point lifting sling with a
stainless steel ring, the H-770 allows for safe,
fast launch and recovery to and from the main
Coast Guard vessel, even with a substantial
increase in the vessel’s payload weight.

Zodiac’s H-770 also includes shock-mitigation
seating for the crew. Designed for high-speed
engagements as fast as 36 knots, the boats
include two shock-mitigating combat crew
seats and four jockey seats to minimize injury
and fatigue to the crew during these extreme
conditions. Additionally, the aft seats are
removable to provide better access for
maintenance.

The H-770 also includes gun mounts both
forward and aft of the boat to support 7.62mm
machine guns that may be used to provide
defensive return fire.

Contact: Mandy Tomardy; 410-643-4544 
ext. 3012; mtomardy@zna.zodiac.com.
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From Special Forces to Sales Force
Steve Tichenor Named East Coast
Territory Manager for Zodiac
Professional Products
After a career as a special forces combat
diver and a recent tour of duty in
Afghanistan with the Special Forces, U.S.
Army Green Beret Steve Tichenor is
conquering a new territory now as East
Coast Territory Manager for the Professional
Products Division of Zodiac of North
America. 
Tichenor is also a veteran of the military/
commercial inflatable boat business, having

worked for two boat dealers that carry Zodiac
professional products: Inflatable Xperts and
Vane Brothers. During that time (prior to his
year of active service in the National Guard in
2002), Tichenor served as a certified
instructor for inflatable boat repairs for SLEP
(Service Life Extension Program), an activity
he plans to continue in his new position.
“Steve is a tremendous asset to our
organization,” said Rick Scriven, Vice
President of Professional Products at Zodiac
of North America. “He comes to us with a 
See “Tichenor” page 6

Check out these new Zodiac Professional Products Web sites: www.zodiacmilpro.com and www.zodiacrescueboats.com

The Hurricane 770 DJ is a fast response vessel designed for
speed and seaworthiness.



Bulletproof Tour Trains Local
Police, Fire & Rescue Teams

Combat watercraft on
display during the
Bulletproof Tour:
Zodiac F-470 Combat Rubber
Raiding Craft with Armorflate 
The legendary F470, equipped
with the new Armorflate system,
is the worldÕs first-ever
bulletproof inflatable watercraft.

Zodiac RibsterTM Light Strike
Craft (LSC)
This 17' 5'' boat combines the
advantages of a totally
collapsible inflatable boat with
the rigidity, seaworthiness,
speed and comfort of a RIB. The
Ribster folds into a bag and goes
Òfrom box to boatÓ in less than
20 minutes. This boat reliably
carried our frogmen the entire
1,700 miles.

Zodiac Hurricane 920 Cabin
RIB
This 30' RIB, complete with an
enclosed cabin, is currently used
by the U.S. Coast Guard for
extended patrol missions. The 
H-920 can be equipped with
ZodiacÕs patented DuraRIB II
foam tube collar system that
allows the boat to remain
operational even with bullet
punctures.

Zodiac G-380 and G-470
Designed and built for lightness
and rapid deployment, the 12'6''
G380 and 15' 5'' G-470 are
quickly inflated and can be
launched in minutes, even by
one person.

Zodiac Mark II and Mark III
Grand Raid
The 13'9'' Mark II Grand Raid
and 15'5'' Mark III Grand Raid
are designed to serve as the
backbone of many small boat
fleets, including law
enforcement, fire & rescue
departments. 

Contact: Michelle Stafford; 
410-643-4141 ext. 3007;
mstafford@zna.zodiac.com
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They traveled 1,700 miles down
the Mississippi River and risked
a confrontation with category-
four Hurricane Lili, but the
rugged band of military men
(albeit retired) and anti-terrorism
experts who steered the course
for ZodiacÕs ÒBulletproof TourÓ
could not be discouraged. Led by
one of AmericaÕs most well-
known frogmen, Rudy Boesch
from the hit TV show ÒSurvivor,Ó
this team had a mission: to bring
some of the best waterborne
defense equipment and tactical
training to AmericaÕs heartland
and those who defend it against
the threat of terrorism. 

The Bulletproof Tour, which began in Minneapolis, Minnesota
on September 28th and ended in New Orleans, Louisiana on
October 11th, was organized to focus attention on the needs of
local law enforcement and fire & rescue agencies in a post-
September 11th world. Many of these agencies have begun to
evaluate potential waterfront targets, including ports, harbors,
marinas, and waterfront energy structures such as petroleum
and nuclear power plants. 

To help these local agencies beef up their maritime security
and first response capabilities, the Bulletproof Tour gave them
a first-hand look at some of the newest and most highly
advanced watercraft for military, police and fire & rescue
uses. Equally important was the free training. With three
separate tracks from which to choose, participants had the
opportunity to learn how to respond to a critical incident
occurring on or near our nationÕs waterways. This included
training for tactical response, command & control, and vessel
mechanics. 

By the tourÕs end in New Orleans on October 11th, roughly 170
officials Ð including the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. National Guard,
local law enforcement, and fire & rescue agencies Ð had
participated in the free anti-terrorism training and boat
demonstrations. The tourÕs success highlights local law
enforcementÕs need for better tactics and technology in order
to adjust to their new anti-terrorism responsibilities and to
provide strong maritime security. 

Numerous sponsors for the Bulletproof Tour played a vital role
in its success. These sponsors included: Bombardier (Evinrude
Outboard Motors), Amron International, Reis Emergency
Products & Services, Simula, AquaLung, Dick Kramer,
Emerson, Float-On Boat Trailers, Naval Special Warfare
Foundation, Life-Safer Inc., Blackhawk, AustinÕs Diving Center,
U.S.I.A. Military Defense Division, Maptech, Great American
Marine, Stearns Watersports, NavySeals.com, ACT Inc.,
Memphis Yacht Club, Donovan Marine, SchubertÕs Marine,
Crimson Trace Corporation, and the City of St. Louis, Missouri.

Comments on the
Bulletproof Tour
Todd Rost
Captain, Faribault Fire Department 

ÒEveryone is much more aware of
what goes on around themÓ since
September 11th, said Captain Todd
Rost, who attended the free
waterborne training in Minneapolis
with another member of his fire
department in Faribault, Minnesota.
But Captain Rost also pointed out that
local first response agencies still have
their hands full with more routine
calls.  

Crossed by two rivers and latticed by
numerous small lakes and wetlands,
the city of Faribault is popular for its
fishing and water activities, Captain
Rost noted, which means their
department must be equipped for a
fast and effective response to any
waterborne emergency.  Having
recently purchased a 16-foot Zodiac to
improve their rescue and response,
Captain Rost attended the training to
learn more about the capabilities of
his new watercraft.

He wasnÕt disappointed. ÒIt was a
great experience for us,Ó Captain Rost
said.  ÒThe instructors were very
knowledgeable É and the hands-on
training in the river was very helpful.Ó

A scene from the Bulletproof Tour training in New Orleans.


