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Zodiac's Spirit of Innovation 
 
 
The Minuteman 4.20 with Rapid Access Door receives the award f or Most Innovative Product at Seawork boat 
show in Southampton, UK on 14 June 2006.  
 
 
The Minuteman 4.20 with Rapid Access received two awards at the award ceremony organized at Seawork, UK on June 
14th: 
- Best design for a boat 
- Best innovation 
The Seawork Innovations Showcase and Award is a Seawork initiative created to help companies introduce and promote 
products to their key commercial audience, and publicly rewards the very best in innovation. 
Located in a prominent area of Seawork 's exhibition area, the Innovations Showcase provides visitors with the 
opportunity to see at one time, in one place, new products, projects and vessels that have been introduced by exhibitors 
during the past 12 months. To qualify for entry, nominated products or services must be genuinely innovative and new 
and have come to market in the 12 months prior to Seawork 2006.  
 
 
Developed especially for First Responders (police,fire fighters, emergency response teams), the Minuteman series, as the 
name implies, enables First Responders to get a fully capable inflatable boat from packed to operational state in less than 
60 seconds. The minuteman can be inflated from a source of compressed air and requires no assembly thanks to its 
Duratane™ PU high pressure inflatable deck.   
Either using paddles or a motor up to 30hp, the Minuteman can be launched easily and quickly to help prevent drowning 
in any body of water. It's unique patented Rapid Access Door makes it the ideal boat for diving or SAR (Search and 
Rescue) missions. It has a rich list of standard equipment to aid First responders in their 24/7 task of rescuing victims from 
water related accidents: 
. fast inflation kit with manifold for scuba tank inflation 
. reflective tape all around on handles, and underneath the bottom 
. removable waterproof bag for accessories 
. 30 meters rescue throw bag 
. righting lines with storage pouch 
. positioning light  
 
Congratulations to the whole Figueras team who designed the Minuteman with Rapid Access Door ! 
 
 
 

       
Award ceremony at Seawork on 14 June 2006     The Rapid Access Door helps prevent drownings The Minuteman 4.20 is a fully equipped SAR boat. 

 
 



 

Spread out the news!...  
 
The Figueras team and Zodiac Hurricane Technologies have developed simple stickers for the Durarib and Sea RIB 
trademarks and the factory includes 2 with every boat repair kit as well as putting them on the packaging of the boats. The 
stickers in the repair kit should be applied on the boat once it is assembled by the dealer; for instance on the steering  
 
console, either side. They can also be offered to the sales people in order to decorate boats in dealers or boat show 
displays.  
 

    
 
We need to publicize to the maximum that these are registered trademarks and we have to put them about as much as 
possible to support our claim that we are getting these trademarks out in the market place.   
 
Zodiac Sales people can order those stickers via Movex. If you are a Zodiac dealer, ask your Zodiac contact to provide 
those stickers for you: 
Product Codes: 
Z65147 = STICKER DURARIB 350X58 (4) 
Z65148 = STICKER SEA RIB 350X51 (4) 
 
 
 
ZNA makes headlines again 
RIB maker prepares for hurricane season : 
 

 

Click on the following link to view the original article: 

http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/ME2/dirmod.asp?sid=&nm=&type=Publishing&mod=Publications::Article&mid
=8F3A7027421841978F18BE895F87F791&tier=4&id=0C03E16153BC4ED081EE7CEE58C9ED48

 
 
Zodiac of North America, preparing for floods and other maritime emergencies, launched a Flood Action Strike Team. 
The company announced it has stocked up and reserved hundreds of inflatable rescue boats for hurricane-prone areas. 
Rescue boats can be shipped to flooded areas within 48 hours. FAST also will provide volunteer assistance in any 
emergency. The team is a self-sufficient group of qualified rescue personnel, with rescue gear, ready to assist on short 
notice. 
Stevensville, Md.-based Zodiac of North America is a subsidiary of Zodiac S.A., a manufacturer of rigid-hull inflatable 
boats, inflatable boats, life rafts and marine safety equipment. 
 
 
 
Hurricane 630 IO on the French Navy BPC :  
 
The Mistral and Tonnerre, two brand new French Navy BPC (Bâtiment de Projection et de Commandement) are mutli-
purpose vessels. Those 199 m long ships are highly versatile to cover a variety of missions : combined operations (they 
have a 60 m long flooding dry dock and can carry up to 40 Leclerc tanks and 16 helicopters), crisis management 
missions, hospital, humanitarian help, evacuation of nationals and freight.  
Each BPC is equiped with 2 SRMN 500 for dive operations, and 4 H630 IO with 200 hp Volvo AD41P : 2 Solas approved 
and 2 "commando" configuration. 
 

    
H630 IO on the BPC Tonnerre H630 IO on the BPC Tonnerre H630 IO on the BPC Tonnerre BPC Tonnerre 

 



 

 
 Special Focus on...Fasteners and Galvanic Corrosion 
 
Galvanic corrosion is an unsightly quality defect that is caused by dissimilar metals in direct contact in the presence of sea 
water. The problem manifests itself as white aluminum oxide formed around stainless steel fasteners and blistered 
coatings around fasteners. See photo.  
 

   
 
Galvanic corrosion is slowed by the presence of a barrier coat between dissimilar metals. Corrosion is accelerated by 
coating failure caused by drilling or countersinking after painting, or tightening screws into pre-painted, counter-sunk holes 
without first applying lubricant or sealant to help the coating resist shearing under the fastener's head. 
ZHT Quality Assurance advises all dealer, distributor and factory personnel to ensure that Tef-GelTM (a PTFE based 
corrosion inhibiting paste, see: http://www.tefgel.com.au/) is to be applied to every stainless steel fastener before it is 
installed in aluminum unless Lock-TiteTM or sealant is specified. This step in combination with appropriate use of pre-
lubricated nylon washers will help preserve coating integrity and significantly reduce galvanic corrosion related quality 
defects.   
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